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Dropping of rations for Afghans is both
altruistic and political

Sig Christenson
Express-News military writer

Web Posted: 10/26/2001 12:00:00 AM

ABOARD "THE SPIRIT OF THE AIR FORCE"— The C-
17's rear door opens high above Afghanistan, and 42
1,000-pound boxes packed with humanitarian rations
rumble out, each cardboard casing virtually exploding as it
hits the minus-40-degree air.

later, the main part '
of the mission is
complete. About
37,500
Humanitarian Daily
Rations begin
dropping into
troubled northern
Afghanistan to feed
thousands of A

Afghani ]
hungry refugees. thein Alghansian

It's a practice that's
now as much a
part of U.S. war
strategy as is its

relentless bombing
campaign.

As America wages

war on the Taliban, logica eve prints a message saying
o . come and get it' on a load of food set to be dropped
it's also engaged i over northern Afghanistan from a G-17 based in

a battle for the Ramstein, Germany.

onalties of hungry John Davenport/Express-News Photos

Afghan refugees — what British Prime Minister Tony Blair
has called a campaign of bombs and bread.

The effort is both altruistic and political— aimed in part at
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undermining support for the Taliban and Osama bin Laden.

"| don't think they're (Afghans) going to be so loyal (to the
Taliban) as time goes on," said Tim, an Air Force staff
sergeant on the flight. Last names were withheld for

security reasons. osh Trujillo,
Seattle Post

"As they understand where these supplies are coming Intelligencer staff

from, they'll realize the United States is definitely friendly photographer.

towards them," he said.
But winning the war, some fear, may be easier than PHOTOS + GRAPHIC
preventing widespread starvation during the upcoming - '

harsh winter months in Afghanistan.

The battered country faces a major famine after 22 years of
war, three years of severe drought and five years of
Taliban rule.

As many as 7 million Afghans, almost a third of the
country's population, could go hungry this winter, according
to estimates by the United Nations Food Program.

Many advocates for Afghan refugees, including the U.N.
Food Program, welcome the American airlift. Francis
Mwanca, a spokesman with the U.N. World Food Program
in Rome, said Thursday the program is augmenting his
group's efforts.

The United Nations is trucking 2,000 tons of food each day
into Afghanistan and considering air drops in some areas MO RE
because they soon will be difficult to reach by ground. B

"Any assistance that goes into help people (who) are
desperately, desperately in need is welcome,"” Mwanca
said.

But even some who support the humanitarian missions fear
the Air Force campaign won't do much to stave off the
looming Afghan famine.

The dropped rations will feed fewer than 1 percent of
hungry Afghans, noted former chief Pentagon spokesman
Kenneth Bacon, now president of Refugees International.

"We shouldn't delude ourselves into thinking this is the
answer to the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, because
it's not," he said.

Several other international aid groups, including Doctors
Without Borders and Oxfam, have been critical of the
flights, labeling them more propaganda than humanitarian.

President Bush this month pledged $320 million in 91
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan and neighboring countries.

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/americastrikesback/story.cfm?xla=saen&x1b=447828 10/26/01
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That includes $25 million for a fund for refugees crossing
from Afghanistan to bordering countries. Much of the U.S.
money will be funneled into U.N. agencies and the
International Committee of the Red Cross.

America also has given more than $1 billion in aid to help
needy Afghans since 1979.

Still, the C-17 humanitarian airlift that began last month is a
new and daring initiative in the ongoing aid effort.

Flying over potentially hostile portions of Afghanistan at
night, the C-17s have dropped nearly 1 million daily rations
in the past few weeks. Rather than landing the planes and
off-loading the food, airmen help release boxes carrying
the bright yellow rations while flying over pre-selected
targets.

On this night, another C-17 laden with rations leads the
way in front of the "Spirit of the Air Force," flown by the
437th Airlift Wing in Charleston, S.C. Both cargo jets made
the grueling, almost-15-hour round trip from Ramstein Air
Base in Germany.

The flight involved two in-air refuelings — the second of
which occurred after the drop and took a halfhour because
of slight problems.

Ramstein officials would not offer details on the planes'
exact route or their altitude, citing security reasons. They
also asked that the time of takeoff and landing be kept
secret.

The airdrop over Afghanistan was brief but relatively
perilous. Everyone on the plane was required to breathe
pure oxygen, a tiring but necessary precaution designed to
prevent potentially fatal altitude sickness.

With the cargo bay's bright florescent lights turned off, the
crew members sat in seats along the fuselage,
occasionally adjusting their masks and leaning against the
8-foot-tall cardboard boxes containing the rations.

Many of the boxes bore upbeat messages in thick black ink
written by Staff Sgt. Steve, one of two physiologists on this
mission. One physiologist was charged with watching over
the crew, while another continuously checked on a San
Antonio Express-News reporter and photographer.

It's risky flying over the northern portion of Afghanistan,
where some Taliban forces are thought to have deadly,
U.S.-made, Stinger surface-to-air missiles left over from
their war with the Soviet Union. But Bacon said most of the
Afghans in dire need of food are in that part of the country.

The danger and the possibility that Afghans may not even

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/americastrikesback/story.cfm?xla=saen&xIb=447828
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receive or like the food didn't dent the crew's enthusiasm.

"l would say that we've succeeded if we put the food where
the planners have said they wanted it put,” said the aircraft
commander, Capt. Patrick.

"If it was another country dropping bombs on us, and they
were coming right behind and dropping food, that would
win me over," said Senior Airman Bryan, a five-year Air
Force veteran whose parents live in East Texas.

"It was an incredible experience up there," said Lt. Liz, who
posted a small milestone in the conflict by becoming the
first female C-17 pilot to enter the Afghan combat zone.
"I've never seen anything like that before."

sigc@express-news.net
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Remembering Vietnam
Area Installations

By René A. Guzman

San Antonio Express-News Web Links
U.s. Army
U.S. Navy
Web Posted : 10/26/2001 12:00 AM U'S_ Air Force
U.S. Marines
- . ) . . . . U.S. Coast Guard
| As the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks rained down on the nation, Victoria Klein gon EarRFB
tried to stay on the road. Stuck in her car that morning in San Antonio, she K;‘,’; AFB
| tuned in to the radio as it barked all sorts of hasty reports, updates and lﬁzcn*gzlndhﬁ%
- p
speculations. Veterans Administration
National Reunion Registry
i Veterans groups
Yet through that terrible Vietnam veterans
Wil : American Legion
noise, her mind raced Helpful resources Veterans of Foreign Wars
elsewhere. National Parks Service
Vietnam memoirs
Dmoz.org War Stories
Veterans Voice of Austin
She thought of her husband, Texaa Miliary Forcas

Xavier Klein, a 30-year-old http://dmoz.org/Society/Military/People/Spouses/  Museum

medic for the Texas Army

National Guard. Then her ~ Web links for military spouses and Message Boards
brother, Alejandro Garcia, a families of any branch. E‘;‘{.‘; prom
25-year-old Army medic -

stationed at Fort Sam SpouseNet.com Contact Us

Send press releases or

Houston. And she couldn't s :
. ry ideas to the City
forget her brother-in-law, WSS pousehelienm ?56333% ;ax them to 210-

James, a 38-year-old Air

Force Reservist. All

mi]itary men. All duty- Send comments about this
’ A section to online editor

bound to serve their country pmijitaryCity.com Crystal Coleman.

in a time of need.

Peer support for military spouses of all

branches. Comments

www. militarycity.com
That time had surely come.
But was Victoria ready? From the military Times Publishing Group
for Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines.
"Before we even got
married, I knew I was
marrying a patriot," says
Victoria, 26, 1 knew if the "4#¥-1m1a.019
time came he would be
ready to serve his country....
Since the 11th, it's just been
the waiting game, waiting
for the phone call. Coming  wjjitary Benefit Association (
to realize it's not so
immediate, but it could be." www. militarybenefit.org
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With the United States Focuses on financial security issues for
launching military assaults military families.

on suspected terrorist

organizations in (800) 336-0100

Afghanistan (and perhaps
elsewhere around the
world), thousands of
military spouses now face
the very real possibility of
watemng their oved oncs Volunteering information and other

march off into the shadows pqates for military families and civilians.
of America's new war on

terrorism. 3642 E. Houston St.

American Red Cross (San Antonio
Chapter)

www.saredcross.org

It's a stark reality that hits ~ San Antonio, TX 78219-3830

too close to home. Since the

terrorist attacks, almost (210) 224-5151

1,800 reservists from San

Antonio had answered "the call" at press time. Last month, the Pentagon
ordered nearly 700 National Guardsmen and reservists from the city to
active duty. On Oct. 16, the Pentagon called up another 1,082 reservists
with the 433rd Airlift Wing at Lackland AFB to active duty.

Naturally, this raises some concerns in the minds of those married to the
armed forces. When will it be his turn? When will he come back? Will he
come back? Can I handle this?

Victoria acknowledges these worries sometimes haunt her — when she
lets them.

"I just try so hard to be strong and not let my emotions overrun me," she
says. "I'm making sure my husband knows he has my support.”

Married on Valentine's Day 2001, Victoria spends most days writing or
teaching, while Xavier helps manage an EZ Pawn in the Las Palmas
shopping center. Since the attacks, Victoria says she and Xavier have just
taken it one day at a time, focusing on her 6-year-old son, Francisco
"Paco," and finding time for a quiet family dinner.

On Oct. 14, the family took an uneasy trip to the Texas Army National
Guard armory in New Braunfels for family readiness and other
predeployment presentations. There, the Kleins and other military families
learned about all facets of deployment, from filing insurance policies to
keeping up the oil in the family car.

Despite the brochures and practical advice, Victoria says it still doesn't
prepare you for the uncertain emotional road that lies ahead: "Not at all.
They certainly offer options like counselors, but if anything, I feel a great
sense of responsibility to take care of things myself."

Carol Vandesteeg, a military wife for more than 20 years, says that feeling é
is all too common with military spouses.

http://news.mysanantonio.com/story.cfm?xla=saen&x1b=340&xlc=445674&x1d=170 10/26/01
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"To my knowledge, there's no such course for this," says Vandesteeg, 51,
living at Randolph AFB where her husband, Ren, is stationed. "In today's
military, it's not a matter of whether my spouse will be deployed. It's when
will my spouse be deployed.”

Vandesteeg found that out the hard way when her husband, an Air Force
chaplain, got the call to Operation Desert Storm on Aug. 10, 1990. Carol
recalls how on a quiet Monday morning, Ren stormed into the base
pharmacy at McConnell AFB in Wichita, Kan., jarring her from her
window station at work with the shocking news that he had to deploy in
two hours.

In those two desperate hours, Carol somehow packed Ren's duffel bag,
woke their older son, Dan, to pick up some razors from the Base
Exchange, and got her husband to the Mobility Center in time to see him
go off to God knew where. Two things he said made her heart skip a beat:
"] can't tell you where I'm going" and "I love you."

Carol heard from Ren three weeks later, but it would be another six
months before she would hear his voice in person.

The experience inspired her to write "When Duty Calls" (Winepress
Publishing, $12.99), a comprehensive guide for military families facing
potential military separations. The text includes tips for making a family
deployment guide and numerous phone numbers for all facets of military
service and support.

As far as Vandesteeg is concerned, this has always been a big part of what
active duty people live with. She cites in her book that while the military
has been reduced by about 40 percent since 1990, deployment numbers
have simultaneously increased by almost 400 percent (and that's prior to
Sept. 11, 2001).

"The uncertainty of it is what makes it more intense," Vandesteeg says.

She notes in her book that as deployment day approaches, strained
behavior should be expected. The husband might become totally
preoccupied with work. The wife might blame him for not spending more
time together before he leaves. The kids might misbehave more, or
withdraw emotionally to hide their worry. These are normal responses to
deployment, Vandesteeg says, and should be addressed openly, honestly
and immediately.

And don't forget those ties that bind.

"Deployments can turn into being very romantic," says Meredith Leyva, a
military wife for nearly five years. "Rely on the baby sitter and go out to
dinner and a movie. Make up for lost time in advance so that way you do
miss each other on deployment."

Leyva, 30, says she's emotionally prepared for her husband's deployment.
For now, she's stationed with the Navy physician at Camp Pendelton, a
Marine Corps base in north San Diego. But should the call come, she says

http://news.mysanantonio.com/story.cfm?xla=saen&xlb=340&xlc=445674&x1d=170
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she'll take her support system beyond the base to the World Wide Web.

Leyva founded CinCHouse.com (short for "Commander in Chief of the
house"), an online portal for military wives and military women in
general. Besides offering chat rooms and online resources, she says the
Internet helps keep many military families in touch no matter how often
duty might keep them apart.

"] very strongly recommend that husband and wife have great e-mail
programs,” she says. "Many service members are able to talk on almost a
daily basis, and that alleviates the problem of being out of touch."”

Cyber support aside, Leyva says military wives typically find strength
with fellow on-base wives, or through closer connections with their
civilian friends and family.

Yet for many military spouses. saying welcome back can often be just as
tough as saying goodbye. Leyva notes that spouses can become very
independent over a period of six months (often the maximum time away
for military personnel). "When the service member comes home the
situation has changed so that the wife feels like he's intruding upon her
life," she says.

When spouses return from deployment, they must readjust to home life,
whether it's minor steps such as taking out the trash and helping with the
laundry or the major steps of reconnecting with their children and their
wives.

"You have to really make an effort to be romantic again with the hope of
falling in love all over again," Leyva says. "We encourage wives to ask
(their husbands) for help and share the chores and responsibility. You
have to sit down and talk about it when he returns."

And for most military spouses, that return is all but guaranteed. Leyva
doesn't even think about the possibility of her husband's death abroad,
crediting her confidence in his skills, the nation's military and her own
support system.

"We're extremely fortunate that deaths in action are extraordinarily rare,"
she says. "I'm really not that worried about the war in Afghanistan. We're
the most technologically powerful and trained military in the world —
especially when we go in with a military goal."

Yet for Victoria Klein, there's some extra insight.
"Certainly, my spirituality and faith is key," she says. "I just have this gut
feeling. Call it women's intuition. I know that my brothers and my

husband will come back to me."

raguzman(@express-news.net

10/26/2001
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City, county add plans of actions

LATEST NEWS | David Hebert
i KENS 5 Eyewitness News
, Jets Strike Kabul on Web Posted: 10/25/2001 05:13:53 PM
Day of Prayer
Another Mail Handler "
* Has Anthrax o 4
o ) New city and county plans of action to handle anxieties City, county have defox shov
- Bntal_n to Commit over anthrax are in place. ready if needed.
Special Forces
i Developments in Two special detox showers are in place in the basements
Terror Attacks Probe of the Bexar County Justice Center and Bexar County
Courthouse.

Pentagon Turns to
" Industry for Help

County officials said the showers have not been used, but
they're ready, at a moment's notice.

The showers not only use only water, but also an intense
pressure to clean people and their clothing.

"The showers are a precautionary measure we've taken
here at the courthouse and the justice center in the event
someone, an employee opens up an envelope, in case
they are physically contaminated or a substance falls on
them,” said Deputy Chief Henry Martinez of the Bexar
County Sheriff's Department.

There are plans are to build at least two more mobile detox
showers, in case several people have to be
decontaminated.

The San Antonio Fire Department now has three different
reconnaissance teams, a term usually reserved for military
action.

Their job is to respond to anthrax scares and other
biochemical calls and let the hazardous materials crews
know whether or not they're needed.

Officials said there is plenty of activity to keep everyone ?
busy.
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/americastrikesback/story.ctfm?xla=kens5&xIb=446700 10/26/01
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Since Sept. 11, the fire department has responded to about
280 calls. Some of those involve some sort of white powder
on a package or envelope. They've also had their hands
full with bomb-scares — about 40 in the past few weeks.

SAFD Chief Robert Ojeda said none of these calls have
involved any real danger. He's asking the public to use
some discretion when it comes to calling for help, but adds
he understands why all of this is happening and why the
public seems to need a little reassurance.

/O

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/americastrikesback/story.cfm?xla=kens5&x1b=446700 10/26/01



MySanAntonio : America Strikes Back Page 1 of §

FROM KENS 5 AND THE SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS-NEWS

NEWS
America Strikes Back ‘i':l':lv‘:s?on Demand:
City of San Antonio {mens Silfes
Emergency Safety Plan S.A. Salute

American Spirit
Sept. 11 - Oct. 11
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Photos
Web Posted : 10/08/2001 1:50 PM Afghanistan's

Frontlines

United States
Strikes Back
On the Edge in

| In the event of an emergency, tune to WOAI 1200 AM

; The City of San Antonio is providing the following information in an Pakistan
AelULUCIY cffort to encourage citizens to plan for unexpected emergencies. Families A World Mourns
with school-age children should be familiar with their school's emergency =~ America Under
plan. Although local officials do all they can to help, it is really up to you Attack
when it comes to the comfort and safety of your household. .
Graphics

Testing for anthrax
HAVE THE FOLLOWING SUPPLIES FOR ANY EMERGENCY: Afghanistan at the

Crossroads of Asia

If you need to evacuate your home or are asked to "shelter in place." Target of U.S.
having some essential supplies on hand will make you and your family g:?eﬁﬁti e i
more .comfortable. Prepare a disaster suppliejs kit in an easy-to-carry NYC damage
container such as a duffel bag or small plastic trash can.
Links
» Flashlights and extra batteries. Time line of attacks
» Battery-operated radio and extra batteries. Attack discussion
First-aid kit. Searchable victim
* s ; : database
« Emergency food supplies (non-perishable foods). Print your own flag
« Water (1 gallon per person, per day). Guidelines for
« Can opener (non-electric). flying American
o Essential medicines. flag '
« Cash and credit cards. Official donations
Prescription eye wear Elaudlisntichanty
B p i - warning
Federal
TERRORISM: Emergency
Management
Agency

Prepare to deal with a terrorist incident by adapting many of the same
techniques used to prepare for other crises.

Be alert and aware of the surrounding area. The very nature of terrorism
suggests that there may be little or no warning.

Take precautions when traveling.

Be aware of conspicuous or unusual behavior.

Do not accept packages from strangers. ]
Do not leave luggage unattended. {
Learn where emergency exits are located.

http://news.mysanantonio.com/story.cfm?xla=mysa&x1b=987&xlc=362707&x1d=987 10/26/01
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In an unfamiliar building be aware of your immediate surroundings
including your closest exits.

Be aware of heavy or breakable objects that could move, fall or break in
an explosion.

People who live or work in a multi-level building can do the following:
Review emergency evacuation procedures and know where fire exits are
located.

Create an emergency communications plan with an out-of-town family
member or friend that will be unlikely to be affected by the same
emergency.

SHELTERING IN-PLACE:

If asked to stay indoors ("IN-PLACE SHELTERING"), seal your house so
contaminants cannot enter. Close and lock windows and doors. Seal gaps
under doorways and windows with wet towels and duct tape. Seal gaps
around window and air conditioning units, bathroom and kitchen exhaust
fans, and stove and dryer vents with duct tape and plastic sheeting, wax
paper or aluminum wrap. Close fireplace dampers. Close off nonessential
rooms such as storage areas, laundry rooms and extra bedrooms. Turn off
ventilation systems.

FIRE:

Install smoke detectors (check them once a month and change the batteries
at least twice a year). Make sure all family members know what to do in a
fire.

Draw a floor plan with at least two ways of escaping every room and
practice twice a year. Choose a safe meeting place outside the house. Call
911 from outside the house immediately. Learn to Stop, Drop, and Roll if
clothes catch fire. Use the stairs (not elevators) to escape. If possible,
cover mouth with a cloth to avoid inhaling smoke and gases. Close doors
in each room after escaping to delay the spread of the fire.

DURING A FLOOD:

Indoors - Turn on battery-operated radio or television to get the latest
emergency information. Get your pre-assembled emergency supplies. If
told by the authorities to leave, do so immediately.

Outdoors - Climb to high ground and stay there. Avoid walking through
any floodwaters. If it is moving swiftly, even water 6 inches deep can
sweep you off your feet.

In a car - If you come to a flooded area, turn around and use an alternate

Questions or comments about the site?'l'.._

About Us | Advertising Info | Help | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use -
Express-News Editors | KENS 5 Editors | Circulation Department =
Letters to the Editor | Archives rackspace

Portions © 2001 KENS 5 and the San Antonio ExpressNews. © 2001 MyWay. All
rights reserved.
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route. If your car stalls, abandon it immediately and climb to higher
ground. Many deaths have resulted from attempts to move stalled
vehicles.

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL ACCIDENT:

If caught at the scene of an accident - Move away from the accident scene
and help keep others away. Do not walk into or touch any of the spilled
substance.

Try not to inhale gases, fumes and smoke. If possible. cover mouth with a
cloth while leaving the area. Stay away from accident victims until
authorities have identified the hazardous materials as safe.

Try to stay upstream, uphill and upwind of the accident.

EVACUATION:

Authorities will determine if evacuation is necessary based on the type and
duration of the incident. Other considerations are the length of time it
should take to evacuate the area, weather conditions, and the time of day.
If evacuated: Stay tuned to a radio or television for information on
evacuation routes, temporary shelters, and other procedures. Follow the
routes recommended by the authorities--shortcuts may not be safe.
Shelters: Temporary shelters are schools, churches and other places of
public assembly that are utilized during incidents requiring citizens to be
evacuated from a specific area of San Antonio. Tune to radio and
television for information on the nearest open shelter to your location.

If radio and television communications are disrupted, local emergency
personnel will direct you as needed.

Take pre-assembled emergency supplies.

Remember to help your neighbors who may require special assistance
such as infants, elderly people and people with disabilities.

Plan to take your pets with you; do not leave them behind. Because pets
are not permitted in public shelters, follow your plan to go to a relative or
friend's home, or find a location that will allow pets.

CALL 9-1-1 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES

10/08/2001
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cal agencies already had

materials on hand

E;Iazmat gear

bbught with
grant funds

B§<CINDY TUMIEL

rxpiess NEWS STAFF WRITER

.Anthrax anxiety. has proven
pl'Lysu:al]y and emotionally tax-
nag for local agencies, and the
extra manpower required is
Dugtmg a strain on their over-
time budgets.

But the recent rash of emer-
ﬂency calls over suspicious
pqg;ders and substances has
doge little to upset local capital
bﬁdgets.

Thanks to federal grants, San
Antonio already had made ma-
jor capital investments to equip
the Fire Department’s Hazard-
ous Material Response Team,
« Which is responding to 10 times
the normal volume of calls.

Similar capital investments
alsh were made several years
agg at t};te Metropolitan Health

District, which operates the dis-
ease surveillance laboratory for
46 South Texas counties. '

The cost is negligible for lab
materials — swabs, bags, dis-
posable gloves and generally in-
expensive chemicals to test
whether the substances or ma-
terials contain bacteria, and
whether those bacteria are an-
thrax.

But crews are working longer
hours and are beihg diverted
from other tasks to handle the
onslaught of local calls that be-
gan this month when anthrax
exposures were discovered in
Washington, New York and
Florida. _

Since anthrax killed a Flor-
ida man this month, San Anto-
nio firefighters and police have
answered more than 800 calls
from people reporting fears that
the deadly bacteria had turned
up in their homes or work
places.

Officers have investigated ev-
ery report and determined the
suspicions either were un-
founded or a hoax, officials said
Thursday. "

here in San Antonio,”

“We haven't had any sign of
anthrax in Texas, much less
Fire
Chief Robert Ojeda told report-
ers at a news conference.

Police Chief Al Philippus said
his officers picked up 194 enve-
lopes and packages that resi-
dents reported as suspicious.

The Hazardous Material Re-
sponse Team has made 303
calls, as opposed to 16 made in
the same period last year, said
Tommy Thompson, Fire De-
partment spokesman.

With so many calls made to
911, the Fire Department keeps
up to three additional hazmat
technicians working 7 a.m. to 6
p.m. daily and earning over-
time.

“It's money we've never had
to spend before,” Thompson
said.

The health department has
tested 250 items sent in by
emergency response Crews
from San Antonio and else-
where in South Texas, said
Roger Pollok, director of the
health department lab. None
has tested positive for anthrax.
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“For the most part, the cost
now is staff time,” Pollok said.
“l have the same amount of
manpower now that I had be-
fore. T have staff that is work-
ing until 2 o’clock in the morn-
ing.”

He estimated it cost the
health department $30 to $35 for
each basic laboratory culture,
and most of that goes toward
wages and benefits for lab tech-
nicians. It takes an hour or
more to set up and process each
culture for analysis, Pollok
said.

Nine of those cultures needed
a second, more sophisticated
test, using fluorescent chem-
icals to make sure bacteria de-
tected in the first screening
were not anthrax.

The fluorescent dye is very
expensive, Pollok said, but is
provided to the local health de-
partment at no cost by the fed-
eral Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Still, he esti-
mated taxpayers pay an addi-
tional $50 each for those tests.

The city’s hazmat crews nor-
mally try to recover their costs,

but these days they are racking
up fees with no one to bill. It
costs the city $440 an hour for
each vehicle used per incident,
plus any materials used and
any overtime pay.

“We have not billed anyone
for this,” Thompson said. “The
fee is moot unless we catch the
person who did it.”

Usually, when the Hazardous
Material Response Team cleans
up an oil spill off the highway,
or anything similar, the truck-
ing or shipping company is
fined to cover the department’s
services. )

Few people- have received
medical care in connection
with the anthrax reports. Sev-
eral employees from H-E-B Gro-
cery Co. headquarters were
transported to University Hos-
pital on Oct. 15, when a worker
became ill after handling a
package- with a powdery sub-
stance. :

Those costs won't be borne by
the public; and hospital spokes-
woman Leni Kirkman said the
hospital has billed the company
for the care provided to its em-

1 agencies . vt

ployees.

Several workers at a Kerr-
ville post office also were tested
for anthrax exposure and given
antibiotics Tuesday after they
were exposed tg a powdered
substance. Postal+ Inspector
Doug Turner didn’t know who
would foot that bill.

An individual *seeking treat-
ment on his own could face
substantial costs. The health de-
partment is telling local doctors
to test patients by sending na-
sal swabs to a private medical
laboratory, not ‘the health de-
partment.

Labs do only a preliminary .

microbiology culture on the na-
sal swabs, said Pam Sherry,

spokeswoman for Burlington, -

N.C.-based Laboratory Corp.
The cost of that to a patient is
about $78, according to the cor-
poration’s local office. The
price to a health insurance
company could be different.

ctumiel@express-news.net
Staff Writers Elaine Aradillas
and Bill Hendricks contrib-
uted to this report.

1<
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News Clips

Compiled by AETC Public Affairs

- Christmas Parade events
;announced

LINDAS JOHNSON

Staff Writer . :
-'Normally .the . annual
-Chnstmas parade starts at
,Grctnwood and  Griner.
: Strecls tumns right pn Garfield
'Avehue to South Main Street;
tumns right again and proceeds

to “the Whitchcad Memcnal’-

Museu. .

This. year’s parade, Dec. 8,
“will start.at Ogden and South
Main streets, at 6:45 p.m.,.and
proceed to the Whltehead
Mcmonal Muscum

“* Del” Rlo

Foundation - : Chhslm
Committee _ . Paradé
Chairperson 1da . Guherrcz
said, “Wg - have several.
_changes- ft'om thc sordinary. .

with * this ycar‘s Christmas’;
B parade and ﬂ_le fesuwtles lhal 3

precede it.”

Slmmg al 5:30 p.m. on Dec.

8, eritertainment groups from
araund Del Rio - join "The
Upstagers . musical " director

- Robert :Wade, and assomate_l

Hector Flureb in putting

togc(her a “Del RIO Chnslmas_

-Gala.™ The gala will be held in
the gazebo in Greenwood
" Park,Wade said, “We are try-
\ing to gét the city to loan us
“the ponable staging they bave
-.so we cdfi have a Iarger area on
{ wmdh 19. perform He added

that he felt ‘the audlence would

‘enjoy- the performance if it
- were'more visible. “Audierce
pammpatmn is very tmpor{anl
to evcryone s enjoyment.’
*The gala should last about
45 mmutcs and -set the mood

Beautlf'catnc)n"'

. paradcn

for the mayor to light the qudl-"
. tional - Christmas tree at &

pm.,” ‘Wade said. #‘We are try-
ing to put together a variety of
_ holiday numbers and hopeful-

"y, it will also be a httie differ- "
ent than_ the traditional ‘stuff
. we're used 10 hearmg » ‘Wade
and Flores will act'as masters "

of ceremonies for the gala.

- f—Wade said he,s ‘askiog: the

Laughlm Air "Force Base
Honor Guard to present the

colors. He is‘also tying to get .

one of the oﬂ'cers o addrcss
lhe publlc conceming the fam-

" ilies' who are waiting for their

loved ones to return after serv-

- ing in the war.

“Other changes that are sure
to please the parade waltchers
are thc addition of blcachcrs
.-and 'master of ceremonies,’
‘Gutietrez said. “Jim Bush has
_agreed to present the floats arid
narrate the parade much like
they' do with the Macy’s
The positioning of
the bleachers -on Main' Street
has not been determined but

will be announced at a later'

date.

“Of course we will have
Sante Claus in the parade, but
with a difference,” ‘said
Gutierrez.

' “Normally, Santa rides in
lhq}parade in a firetruck, but
this year he is going to ride in
a buggy ™ She said the buggy
and.burro will be furnished by
Oscar San Miguel.

DAY: {‘,\,ch{

“We arg going to finish the

patade 3 the museum with o

ing qut goodie bags

10 the “chiildren,”" Gutierrez
said, e
~On last de e
Once fhe last parade ntry
paises e chlldren op the

‘sa_1d :he reasons
gt_:s_nre-ﬂ\at in pre- -

ave cham:c_ 16 talk"
said Gutierrez. :
d off all. the new.
] tierrez announce d

that Texad Teacher. for the Year

206812002, Marta Galindo,

will be fhe 2001. Christmas

Parade Gfand Marshal. .

- If you would like to enter a

float or hing group in the

Christmag parade, contact
Gutierrez jpt 830-774-6547.

/t

-LAUGHLIN AFB, TX
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Support Luke

[, among many, get the warm
fuzzies when I see the F-16s and
do not have the privilege of
using the PX. The residents who
have the privilege of using the
PX have eamed it the hard way.

1 would like to congratulaté
the person Who submitted the
Speak Out item, «“Different

Tune" in the Oct.10-16 newspa-

per. They were so ‘right about

ople who complain about the
jets from Luke. We should be 50
thankful every day we can see
and hear those jets flying over. 1
think they have lost sight of the
reason we are free; many young
men and women died for us. So
each time they think about com-
plaining, just thank God they areé
able to enjoy the freedoms WE
have. So to have these freedoms
we have o stand united — not 2
few but all.

seune

I have a suggestion for the
caller who wants to move Luke
300 miles from here: He should
move 300 miles from here. It
would be a lot cheaper and we
would get rid of 2 complainer.

(623)

856-6013
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Luke AFB is vital
to the community

Once again, a nameless
example of pure ignorance
appeared in the Surprise
Independent Oct. 17-23, 2001
opinions column. The same per-
son who, prior to this phone
message, submitted a letter that
was also printed. on the same
subject. virtually verbatim. I
have o tell you that your recent
submissions are beginning to
reveal the fragile faculties you
possess. Are you even supposed
to be reading our paper? Are
you sure you are on the right
side of the tracks? What you
refer to as “wrapping the flag
around yourselves and your
brain” is what most Americans
call embracing that which has.
and will always be symbolic of
the freedoms and sacrifices
made ar all levels to get this
country to where it is, not just
militarily! Especially during
these trying times.

Since you present yourself as
having access to Luke Air Force
Base's safety record and a
supreme logistician, I have a
few questions 1 would like you
to answer. What terrible safety
record, are you referring to.
when you make reference to
“Luke’s terrible safety record?”
You also make reference to an
ddeal location to accommodate
Luke AFB and all of its opera-
tions — the Barry Goldwater
Range. If you think the range is
such a perfect location, move
there.

You need to remove your
blinders and realize that Luke
AFB is vital to you being
allowed to have your rhetoric
printed in this paper, which
probably isn’t distributed where
vou live. Secondly, what will
your issues be in the future,
when space that was once

56th Fighter Wing

(623) 856-6013

viewed as “ideal.” by vou. for
military installations  is
encroached by population? [
know, move it to a foreign
country right? Have no bases in
the states. right? Those walls
around your house are not
shields. They are only there 10
give you a false sense of securi-
ty. The military is your shield,
and provides a real and tangible
security.

You are a rare breed of
American. to have wimessed
the tragedies of Sept. |1 and be
unaffected. Right now. it is not
about Luke AFB. vour phobias
or the public’s opinion of the
fate of Luke AFB. Our country
is still reeling from those trau-
matic events in September.
Wake up and read vour own
community paper.

Curr Cavazos
SURPRISE
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'Mon"day mght

ALEJANDRA VALDEZ
Staff Writer -

Thz 4-H Awards Dmner was

held- Mopday- night to recog-
nize - the. accumpl:shmcnts of
" the” members and thclr pro-
jeets:

Guést speaker ‘was Bobby_

- Barréra, director. of the Family
' Support Center at Lahghhn Air
Force Base. -
An lntroducuon uf the Va]
Verde ‘Senipr Comstock
“Junior and Del-Rio Junior offi-
<cers was ynade gs. the members
_wera presented with. officer
pins.During the ccremony,
Kaytee Collihs recited the
Pledge of Allegiance. and the
4-H Creed. Lindsey Wharton
presented: the .4-H motto,
~ pledge, slogan and emblem.
Among. the many -awards
presénted was the “Friend of
the 4-H Award" for 2001. J erry
Simptons’ - Border Boers was
the business chosen as recipi-

ent of the award. The recipient.

is selected - by the 4-H mem-
bers based on involvement and
support. Simpton was selected
for his involvement with goat
projects and helping during the
Val Verde Counly Jr. Livestock
Show..

The *“Oufstanding Adult
.Lcader Award” .was presented
to Candy Bynum for her
involvement as a project
leader and chaiman of the
group’s fund-raiser.

Sarah West, the |6-year-old
daughter of. Ira and Becky

West, was .chosen for 4-H
'Sweelhcart

The higbest award 4-H
bestows to a member of is the
“Gold Star Award." Criteria
was met by Kourtney Wardlaw
and Sarah West. Wardlaw and
West have each been members
for eight years. Wardlaw is the
Senior Officer of the club and
West is a member of the State

and Nationa] Champion 4-H
Wool Judging team.

District Six. Group Leader
Awards . were presented to
Candy Bynum‘ and Jack
Henson.

Awards . were presenled for

Clothing Project

“to Cory Clark and Cheyanne

Sellers. In-the Dog Project,
awards ‘went to Hope Bynum,

Reébecca Gomez, Jacob
Herrera, Tess .O’Brien, .
Marquessa  Powers  and

Lindsay Wharon. Food. and

Nutrition Project awards were
given'to Rory Aguero, Cassic:
Allen, Laura Allen, Cheyanne
Sellers, Colton Sellers and
Lindsay Wharton. Horse
Project awards went to Hope
Melissa Jesurun, Carlos
Martinez, Kassidy Perry and
Stephanie Scheller. Rabbit
Project-awards went to Jessica
Hardin, Jacqualyn Rogers,
David Scott and Cheyanne -
Sellers. Rodeo awards went to
Jessica Baker:and Chelsea
Lewis. Sheep Project awards
wenl to Laura Allen, Houston

held

Dobbins, Katelyn Edwards,
Wlll Edwa s, Craig Leonard
arid Johnnd Wardlaw. Gom

Marﬁ ?&He er ani‘t‘ﬁ‘aﬂott""
Taylor Shodting " Spons”
Project awafts ‘Went to Corie
Cla.rk, ‘F /

Pm’nt

. Jayroe. Wdol and Mohair
Judging awgrds were given (o
Laura Allen, Houslon

and Mary Ruth McKaskle.
ln the ool and’ Mohair

and Sarah qut
'and the group

dging Contcst;i‘n,{
twhere - 'the . team.
st place, thap_,

week later
Wool Judging Compent:qn}(
Once a tepm reaches first .
place in. bdth the state agd,
national cqmpetitions, the.';
are retired |from compeung,
explained a proud parent.

b (egﬂ

at the Nal:onal_

PAGE 61
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4-H (head, heart, hands and _
heart) ‘clubs promote clear'
thinking, loyalty, service and
healthy living. Students ages,
nine through 19 and in schup'l
are eligible for membersh
and parents are encouraged l‘o
be 4-H volunteers.

- For enrollment or other, \4—%3{'

~information, call the Te
Agriculture Extensmn Servige
Center at 774-7591. o

LAYGHLIN AFB, TX

DEL RIO NEWS HERALD
DAY: [ u{ DATE: 3 4C.&V ¢ | PG: !é £
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, -a:monthcpmpeny O :
“We don't want to acare any- " “:Oncethe cleanup is ﬁmshed. N, Afterward, negotmtmns for a.-
& bcld}'. ‘said Johnr Sobachick, a - topAuForceofﬁaalswmneed “salé price will begin;with: ety

-~ civil _engineer. for Tyndall ‘Air’ - to “deem._the " property - along " officials. ‘Sabochick thinks the;”

. -Force Base. "Its ‘a my small - - Watson -'Bayou suitable " for - negotiatmns wx]l commence m

E area.” SR g “transfer. 'Ihatuouldtakeup to-: -
'I‘heareacontams the chem:.- four months IS eo mm“ﬂl 153092",{

- & thmk what we ‘dre’ gomg to:,'
s .'-domhuldapubllchcanngand by
very . “and" get ‘input,” Clemons" said.’
o “We'll see” what (the'. public)
s thinks should be pnm'b}emes furI
: . .~ the property.” . " "

2o 1he’ ' £ OneoﬁncemC!emonshasxs
ymxs ‘back ‘that it, 'Was no longer - keeping the oaks on the property.”

- going. 'to- use’ Cove Gardens to-- He said low-rise” condomihiums -
. house its servicemen and women: . might be the ‘best way to -meet -
i:. Officials ' want-10. usethemouey .thatgonlbecausethcymllduse_-:

fmm the sale”of the') property. to.;"léss ground, . /m
; t ‘additionial ‘on " Cove Girdéns was constructed s
in thé early 19405 and tenovated o

‘passed . in'the 1980s. The 130 one-, two-" - K9

itting"the- - and -three-bedroom- residences -: @

cel to be conveyed to',the qtyfor bavé bocn unoccnpicd smoe‘-"'_ 8o
Ifalrhmarkctpnce. R Fcbma.ry e T e, &
"“"I‘hemywdllikelyentermboa “ Agateon-'l‘l’lird-(i‘oixttblocks'{- -
- thregiparty. agréement £ that s, access to the area. The property is . S
sellthepropertytoapmatnmn watched to keep vagrants away. - h>]
s.CeT1 == 50 10 - An"Armmy Corps of Engineers O
spmtonthe LT ..'apptaisal earlier this year valued - Q
“. However, - the : clty’s -nwolve- i the property at $6.8 million. The ~ a8
mcnt means it can put restrictions - figure ‘will likely’ come “‘down” ]
on development of thé property. - bccause of the oontaminalcd : 3

Rumors abonit the final :deve]- - arm
opmt:nt have. mngeﬂ all the way- Clcmons sald he doesn’t =
- from ‘high-rise condominiums to- behevethepropbnynsmrthhalf'i
.low-income housipg; ;. -7 -of the $6.8 million estimate.': =
_'- * ::Mayor- Gerry Cleinéns- saj “The*land is ‘worth -what it's
:-that Whatever. goes’; up will - bc._ . worth,” Clemons said: ‘%'ll t
compatiblc ‘with ‘the rendentlal .out (a request for’ pmposals) tof : ‘21
that smmunds Cove: . dcvelopem andseewhatwegct." :

TYNDALL AFB FL

THE NEWS HE
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An Air-Force security officer patrols the perimeter of Vance Air Force Base Wednesday  heen heightened since the terrorist atfocks in New York o
afternoon as o 1-38 rolls down Ihe toxiway for o training flight. Security of Vance has  armed fool phirol. (Staff Photo by CHRIS LAHDSBERGER)
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Where wore the patriots?
The cotintry has jost over, ~.
6,000 Iives in a terrorist artack ..

in New York, more than 160_at |

 the Peritagon, and others o -
. bijacked aircraft. Now we 4re -

waging war, and this one is ot '

-+ Just “overseas.” In the face of-.. |

Impending actions, while feel-,
. ing Aanger and Ccontemplating. " |

“'revenge, Tiow we feél the urge
. 1o display the colors of our. .

country. Now we show our* "
patriotism 10 the rest of the -

“world. No, there's nothing - . -:

‘wrong with standing proud -and
. tall, waving the flag, singing - .
- our national anthem and reciting :

the Pledge of Allegiance. Then; |
what is wrong? Where were * .
these “patriots” for the last 10 * -

~-years? Not since Desert Stopm-

'has the country come together
with such a show of unity. 7
Unfortunate, isn’t i, that it took
.something like this 10 shake us:
to the very foundations of our -
country’s existence in the first >
place? Isn't it strange that only~
DOW we step back and become -
patriots again, sing our anithem™ "
and pledge allegiance 10 our

‘country. and the ideals for which

it stands. Patriots, where were -
you? Now our military is poised
to defend us; 1o revenge those J
lost lives; to stamp out terror- ;
ism. Now they are heroes agi

~.and not the war mongers as they

are sometimes seen, No, againy -
our sons and daughterq prepare-
to defend freedom in a’strange « -
far off place. Now, again, patn-
‘Ots come forward to face the -~ -
foe. And, while our miljtary : * ,
structure is sharpening its " -

e

&y

talons, our congressional lead-+

€15 are voting on another round.
of base closures, I hope you'l] *
-each remeniber those patriots 4
‘who'voted “yes” in the next -

~election. Hopefully, our ideals -
. will strengthen our resolve to
-only accept complete §uccess, ~

-And, when it's over this time,

- hopefully wé won’t have 1o say.

-+ ;Where were you?”

4gain in the future; “Parriots, .

. Bob Fareli -

VANCE AFB OK
The Enid News & Eagle, October 19, 2001
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Enid; Vance team
for- tralmng event

" Enid and Vance Air Force Base Dnvebegmmngatsa.m and will

will team up for a joint training - last approximately four hours.
exercise ne:rp the base Wednesda}r . Emid and Vance response teams _

The exercise ;:nl] T routinely work togeth-
test the response plans €I On various exercise
fora muo%s “This Is an excel  scenarios to test plans,
materials - response, .- opportunity . ensure. communica-
officials said. - for Ime and local tions are linked and

It will be a well- = jes to work .demonstrate 1o the
planned but simulated . .- 1 “P“ und - * public safety is a key’
scenario involving a - °99 slke § - concem. . ;
truck camrying haz- _'“Ie“ one 0 “This is an excel-
ardous = materials, OUF Wﬂ’m leat .opportunity for
*Residepts - within’ thePhl& . base and local author-
isolated exercise area = - rof Dﬁ'!lﬂﬂbﬂfll ities"to work together
mayseeagaﬁ;em:gof-'.i‘“ and review one slice
emergency vehicles ) of our - response
fromi Vance andEmdmpmdmgm Ians” said Col. Doug Raaberg,
the simulated scene, The event will ~ 71st Flying. "mumng ng com-
oceur nonh of Vancc on Pnde mand :

VANCE AFB OK

The Enid News & Eagle, October 21, 2001
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" Col. EllGarren, ?Ist SupponGmup com- - Enid,"hesaid. © ‘v o I
e mander said the exercise was a ‘typical sce- t respondet 13 | clud.ed fire and
‘ ' . mario, but lhis time was different because ‘med,qcaj persmme.l Depeidin |
Il was amock mmauon, but 1l appea:ed like *Vance personnel wm'ked w;th Enid ﬁ.n:ﬁght—_'_ Garrett said, Vance sec
a car really had struck’a’trick carrying haz- . - ers. - ‘respond to a disaster. .| -
ardous ‘material on Fox Drive near Vance Air Garre:l gave the e'xerclse high marks and . ."We worked with th fn%depmnt and f
: al
sai

$ also wOuId

"u

Force Base Wednesday moming., . . - .. said the relationship between Vance and the  police deparument and initial fesponse and kept
'l‘hesxplulauunwasu-eawdasdwrealthmg, commubity was excellent. . the scene compacted,” hejsai¢. © =~ - - |

as Vance haZardous matesial teams ‘worked “It was a super exhibition of cooperation = - § S SRS

mlhl?mdﬁreﬁghtcfsinajomth'ammgeffm. bcmcm the two communities, Vance and 1 YeeDRILL, Paga A3

e eemt—t s Gl EEARANE o

DRILL

(nnimued from I’uge Al

Garrett is the first response
commander and makes decisions
conceming what teams are sent.

Enid Fire Deparument Chief
Phil Clover said the exercise went
well. He was glad to have Vance
Fire Depattment workmg Wl!h cmty
ﬂ:eﬁghters "

‘T've worked wuh thanr Fnrce
before. They bring a lot of water
and a lot of foam to a flammable
liquid, bydrocarbon - situation,”
Clover said. “Their training and
s Manpower

- Vance teams also worked on -

ger;cedures determining how they
with casualtes. ‘Garrett said

ihe drills -are held so
‘Zan practice workirig mm

-fdm-and find places where their-

Drpmdurcscanbeunproved.

.= “The reason we do it is to see

“how well our procedures wark, or

if there is some place we can rweak
it and make it better,” Gagrett said.
The same Vance personnel will
Xespond to any type of hazardous
dincident, whether it is an accident
Bt a terrorist attack, he said Their
Job is to contain, .isolate and.clear
Ihe area 10 prevent any further

‘mjuries. Depending on the type of -

ancident, sccunty foroes also may
-bescnt, be said.

n" was o RV Au Al = -Once the area is- conrained and
ot “P or okl ™ eontrolled. the team forms a sup-
® of coop- - Cl %" er pairt group and briefs Garrett on the
" said - Vance Siuation. .The team also works
eruiinn © firefighters with the Enid fire chief 1o provide
between the - .-are highly me best support for the ciry’s units.
*two commy- - trained and . During Wednesday’s exercise, a
‘nities, Vance '_'mslﬂmd mobile command post was estab-
odn:linid" X o listied ar the site on Fox Drive.”
ol N et don't realize =::The procedures would be the
Ml what an asset same for a biological disaster, Gar-
IENSESSSE . thal is to have Felt said. Vance teams are wained to
| the ‘Vance - F),[E Depa.rtmen[ out mspond to such mc:denls .

= ‘Gamett, who has an extensive
Career in the Air Force, said
Wednesday s drill was excellent.
=Tt was more than just the Air
Fomc, but the civilian community

as well. I's not surprising, there's
always been close cooperation
between: the twog commumnes ey
sajd Garrert. LA P 1

lhere,“he sad. v '
.+ «“The first response is impor- ;
umt,” Garret said. “Getting there
and treating .injuries. We had a
‘good report of what we hope to do.
It was good because we were
-working together.”
“n . This was Garreu's first emer-
.gency simulation workmg with 0'2 5/
Enid responders.
VANCE AFB OK. Page ] of 2
The Enid News & Eagle, October 25, 2001 Page Al & A3
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Enid Firefighters ary ooy’ dum . motk victim frm a simulated nctidni.-s(‘ﬂ"' 'd "t'l:ll Air Fb : Bds'ea'n'i" ety crews onducted the ¢
involving a car and semi loaded with anfydrous ommonia Wednesday :nﬂstnaurl."'ﬁgiﬁ  denfs involving:h :a L "

Ty

P

o hel lmln for acci-

azardous motesigls. (Staff Photo by CHRIS LANISBERGER) - *

VANCE AFB OK Page 4 of 2
The Enid News & Eaglc, October 25, 2001 PntT Al




‘Task force seeks funds: - |

to _mme.m *__ _ummmm.

ﬂq Scott noa.l-.
. Staff Writer :

zw_:uﬂ.m ow a Bhw force mmn..__

up to ensure Oklahoma keeps

.. its military bases said Wednes-
day-they need funding ‘as soon:
.as possible and plan to“ask ths -
governor for.a- wumn_mu @mwm.c?
. tary installations: - With:-Con-

- onthe matter.

' Member:. :aE,. 1:5 Hcsow,..

mainly for \rairsig the next

)

mﬁ.ﬁé_

- and for hiring Hogﬂmﬁm to EE&
. the state’s case in immEumﬁcn

mmﬁuﬁ any base &Ec..mm

The Oklahoma ZEHB.W m,w.oa.
Closure Prevention Task Force
met Wednesday to discuss: pro-
posals and assess. the heeds of
each of the :sta%’s’ major ‘mili--

gress - considéring ' another

generation of base. employees

wm.mmm. w:gd_ focus .
_a o: E.mem:msm &8&.&

g?ﬁmnb

....uE.E om Fase aoﬂbmm _mnWEnoE mun comm:

" nity leaders ,8ay.Oklahoma ooEa Hamm oE R ac- '

~ tion isn't jinmediately takeh.
“ Enid | businessman’ ‘and SEE_E* ‘member

“Bob: ‘Berry predicted” the next state"legislative -
. session will be thelast: _ua.a_a oc.ﬁnmmm &.mga._

__.:w a Iist-of bases to be closed. "
... “You can go to the bank on that;” mg mma
Onmmﬁn by House Bill 1200 during the last ses-

sion, the task force's goal is 10 come up with.-
-:ways .to: keep Oklahoma’s .military facilities, -
“'and, failing. Emr .womﬁu Eﬁﬂmﬂﬁ Eﬁnmm mB. :
II!EHEB

uh,r

: Enmndn in a special session. . -
- “I think it's important enouigh,”. wnmanonw;
: m&n “It could be i in the nnﬂ.mﬁ one or. one .Emn ;

for this.” .

The Legislature wmnmmmmn from its. mﬁmn_w_ mmm. :
3 ms_uu_:mmnmw but has yet to adjourn. - - .
-+ Officials in Gov. Frank Keating’s office mm-n
.. .. .. .~ the governor would consider the matter . if -
.. asked; but he s not likely toadd the issue to the *.;

mnmamu session under way. .
Q“_SQE_G the governor is always ﬂEEm fo:

. listen, but at this time he’s ot witling to open’

the Rainy Day Fund,” said Dan gm.:n:m% com-
munications director’ for Keating, “He's been’

pretty adamant about not -dipping 58 the
- Rainy Day Fund until the regular session.” . .-

Mahoney 'said the money needed by the Emw

force would probably.come from that Tund. .
Keating is in ﬁmmwgcs Ea ooEP not ,am ”

reached for comment.. -
‘All aWOE&EEm 8 five am._o..a:;uma‘ Ennmh

See BASES, —umnw&m.b

. at .H.Exmw Air- m,canm Base that a- Edmu.un. smm
developed there to. bring in high school and vo--
cational students and teach them mrEm for po-.
- tential jobs at Tinker, -

It’s -a program .the Emw..moﬂnm Saﬁn like to

. 5Em5m=n.mn all installations:
“"We've got to do a better job to Bmwm ms.m—,m to
..mBnaim .Sooner. what types of jobs are avail-

able,”;said Sid h:%o? vice chancellor for sys-
tem advancement -economic development with

the OEmonm mﬁnm mmwmu_m mo.. mﬁvﬂ. m.hsl i

tion.

for a statewide n.&nsm program,: with 358:7_.

EEﬂnEEE -as a major component.” .

~ Braddock estimatad it would cost goﬁmuﬁ _.
million for other base-closing prevention meth-

ods, En—ﬁ&ﬂm hiring consultants and lobbyists."
* At Fort Sill in Lawton, -a-group called Cannon

. Cockers formed four yéars ago for-such a pur-
" pose.: an&»ﬁmﬂvmn contributes- aH 000 ._“osmnn_

- Hudshn, estimated it &oEn an 82. 7 SE_ca

BEIET 1BBZ/SZ/01

9.E9ETZ

.H_E E moqE w 9._ uumqo:_sﬂ anu is™

- Almost all of the installations report about.50 -

perade

; the commit- .
.Sm nuEB.iu eaanzwm Em _,E.&:m S be S:

-percent-of their work force will 3:3 in “the-
umn mdm _c E udmnm The no:nmuu Smm 8o great
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Inhofe, Watts weigh

1n agamst

By Q\l"' cclt&!l . S
Washmgtaanm_&‘ - B TR L L

WASH[NGTON - Desplte pressure from’ the
Bush administration for more military base clo-
sures, Sen. Jim Inhofe.and Rep. J.C Watts said
Wednesday they dre hdping to use their positions
on a Key committee to, help defeat a pmposal t’nr
another round in 2003. .

. Watts, ‘R-Norman, “and TInhofe, R-Tulsa, sald
1.hey expect a House-Senate conmittee wrmng a
final version of defense legislation to take up the
matter today or Friday. The Oklahoma lawmak-
ers are on the comquttee Both oppose annther
round of closures, .

The Senate and House have taken conﬂmtmg
positions on.the issue that will have to be re-
solved. The Senate narrowly approved a proposal
authorizing another round in 2003, but the House-
defense bill was silent on the matter. :

“Where.we end up, I don’t know,” Watts said.

Inhofe said He is hoping the Senate’s sharp divi-
sion on the matter and the House’s previous op-
position will strengthen the hand of those trying
to keep base closures out of the final defense bill.
Though he is technically obligated to represent
the Senate's position, Inhofe won’t hes:tate tu
speak against it, he sald. = ~

Watts, who has three major mﬂitary bases in'
his dmtrict said Vice' President Dick Cheney

-asked about base closures during a meeting Tues-
day with House Republican leaders. Watts told
the vice president =~ a former ‘defense secretary
— there womild bé a’lot of reslstance from House
members to anothér round.

“I told him- I felt the Huuse memhers were
pretty adamant, ... We have made our thoughts

. known to the Senate (oomnuttee members) that
we're opposed.”, " *

Watts acknowledged that ‘with the country

fighting overseas, some lawmakers may be feel-
ing more pressure to go along with'base closures
because the Pentagon and White House are argu-
ing they need to be.able to- Spend llnuted re-
sources according to their needs.
- “We'll give them the 1ty to make th.at
argumient,” Watts sald. “But you can also make a '
very strong drgwrient to aay, ‘How much mmmy
are you going to'save? " ‘

Many opponents of base closurea say the up-'
‘front costs of ¢losing bases negate.any savings
and wind up actnally diverting resources from

PAGE @8

base closures

readiness and modemlzatlon

Supporters, however, say the Pen iun'
shouldn’t be spending- ‘time and moneéy onr apes -
that have been obsolete for a long time,

-, Watts and Inhofe said their strong sit]
to more rounts of closures doesn’ t mean &
nervous about any of Oklahoma’s ins
The state has major Air Force bases in Altys,
lahoma City and Enid and a maamve Army
ler'y base in Lawton. - '

“All- the Oklahoma ‘bBases have gotten
marks in previous rounds of closures. But
quality bases will be scrutinized simply b cagse :
the most obvious ones were shut down.

The last round was in 1995, and it soured
on the whole process when President i

on Capitol Hﬂl to convince Iawrnakers
base-closing process can be done without
cal Intervention, Watts said. . -
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